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I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was cruci fied, dead and bur- 
ied; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he 
heaven,and sitteth 
of God the Father 
thence he shall 
quick and the dead. I believe in 


ascended into 
at the right hand 
Almighty, from 
come to judge the 





the Holy Ghost, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting, Amen. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

Over readers who do not need their September number of Tur 
Converted Catuoric will confer a great favor by returning their 
copy to this office Through the neglect of the printers we ran 
short of 50 copies oflast month's issue, and we have no way of sup- 
plying them except by the courtesy of our subscribers who do not 
need their copy after reading it. 

More attention will be given to the reports of the services of the 
Reformed Catholic Churches the coming year than was possible in 
the first volume of Tae Convernrep Catruo.utc. Our serial, “The 
Confessions of a Catholic Priest,” occupied so much space in each 
issue that the reports of the meetings had to be brief. Now, how- 
ever, that the ‘‘ Confession are finished, we shall endeavor to pre- 
sent to our readers each month full reports of the work in New York, 
Newark and Brooklyn 

Reap Dr. Gallagher's learned article, ‘St. Peter not in Rome.” 

THE article by Rev. James F. McNamee on page 393 will show how 
thoroughly evangelical the Reformed Catholic movement is. With 
the Word of God in our hands, and the love of Christ spread abroad 
in our hearts, we go forth to victory over all the works of Satan. 

THE work of the Rev. Stephen Dekins, pastor of the Reformed 
Catholic Church, Newark, is most prosperous. Next month he will 
hold his fifth anniversary of the beginning of his work in Newark, a 
full report of which will appear in our columns in due time. 

AmonG the preachers in the Reformed Catholic Church, New York, 
recently were the Rev. Dr. Samson, Prof. John Moore, Rev. Wm. D. 
Fox and Father O'Connor. During this year Father O'Connor hopes 
to preach regularly every Sunday, notwithstanding the labor imposed 
on him in editing and publishing this magazine 


We hope soon to announce that Father Chiniquy’s new book» 
Fifty Years in the Church of Rome” is ready. The book ean only 


be had by subscription, and $5.00 sent to him will secure a copy. 

Address, Rev. C. Carniavy, St. Aune, Kankakee, Illinois. 
‘Farner O'Connor’s Lerrers to Carnpryan McCrioskey.” Fourth 
Edition, 192 pages. Price, paper cover, 35 cents; excelsior cloth, 50 
cents; elegantly bound, gilt edge, $1.00 


Address, JAMES A. O'CONNOR, 
10 Bince House, New York 
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{ Subscription, 
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Tre Converted Catnonic, Edited by Father O'Conner, who 
was for many years a Romar Catholic Priest, and is now Pastor of 
a Reformed Catholic Congregation in New York, is published 
monthly at No, 60 Bible Ilouse, New York, in the interest of the 
Evangelization of the Roman Catholics in America. 


EDITORIAL. 

Tus issue of the Converrep Caruoric closes the First 
Volume. We are thankful to Almighty God that through 
his merciful kindness we have been enabled to carry on 
this publication for the past year, and that through it 
many souls have been enlightened. 

A year ago when we wrote to Father Chiniquy asking 
his advice and counsel in reference to this publication, 
he replied, “If there be any man in America capable of 
conducting such a publication, you are the one. You 
have the talent, the energy, the perseverance and faith 
in God that commands success ; but, my dear friend, 
there is one thing you have not, and that is money. The 
silver and gold of this world are not yours, and yet they 
are the first thing the printer will demand of you. I send 
you a good subscription and my fervent prayers to start 
with.” 

What our dear brother said regarding the silver and 
gold was true; and yet with faith in God and the con- 
sciousness of a good cause, and zeal for the conversion 
of souls we issued our first number of the Convertrep 
Carano Lic, 

Krom the start it grew in circulation. The friends 
who received the first copies showed them to their neigh- 
bors and induced them to subscribe for it. This went on 
until we were delightfully compelled to print five thou- 
sand copies every month. We begin our second year 
with this circulation, and we appeal to our subscribers 
not only to renew their own subscriptions, but to do as 
they did at first—get their friends and neighbors to sub- 
scribe also. ‘The subscription price is one dollar a year. 








The Converted Catholic, 


A MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 
EDITED BY 
FATHER O'CONNOR. 


Specially designed for the enlightenment and conversion of Roman 
Catholics. Published at No. 60 Bible House, New York. 
Subscription Price $1.00 a year. 


After October 1884, the size of this magazine will be en- 
larged, and the yearly subscription will be $1.00. This is ren- 
dered necessary by its growing usefulness and popularity. So 
much interesting matter is crowded out every month, that 
in justice to our subseribers who have demanded from the 
first that the size should be increased it has been deemed 
wise to do this at the commencement of Volume II. From 
the many letters received in reference to this subject we se- 
lect the following extract from that of the Rev. W. R. Gor- 
don, D.D., Manhasset, L. L., 

“‘T feel sure that the enlargement of the CoNVERTED 
CatHo.ic would be more beneficial to your readers than to 
yourself at $1 a year. Our great effort should be to break the 
bonds by which the deluded masses of the Romish Communion 
are fettered to a foreign hierarchy of boundless ambition.” 

This is what the ConveRtTED CaTuo.ic is doing. To make 
our Roman Catholic brethren wise unto salvation and disabuse 
them of the supposed ‘‘power” of the Pope, Bishops and Priests 
is our mission. From many a Christian home a prayer goes 
up to the Throne of Grace for the conversion of Roman Catho- 
lics. It is only by the power of God that they can be con- 
verted; but God uses human instrumentalities in carrying the 
Gospel of Salvation to the souls of men; and in his great mercy 
he has enabled us, who have been Roman Catholic Priests, to 
reach with this Gospel our brethren who are still in the dark- 
ness of Popery. Our hearts burn with zeal to save them, for 
we know by sad experience how they are cheated and defrauded 
of the precious fruits of our Saviour’s Life and Death. Stand 
not idly by, Christiar friends, but ‘‘come over and help us” 
in this good cause by getting up a club of subscribers among 
your friends and neighbors, and forward their names with sub- 
scriptions to this office. Address 

JAMES A. O'CONNOR, 
No. 60 Bible House, New York. 
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REFORMED CATHOLIC WORK IN BROOKLYN. 
By Rev. James F. MceNamer. 


As our Sunday evening congregations are usually 
very large, and composed of those belonging to various 
denominations, and as there is generally a large repre- 
sentation of the Roman Catholic element present, we 
deem it wise that those who are converted from Rom- 
anism to the religion of Christ through our instru- 
mentality, should come before the congregation, publicly 
renounce Romanism, and make a public profession of 
faith, when we give them the right hand of fellowship. 

For some time past we have had numerous conver- 
sions, and I have been frequeatly called wpon to perform 
the above agreeable duty at which I use the following 
simple form. 

The candidates are called before the congregation and 
are addressed by the minister thus : 

Dearly beloved, after a careful and prayerful consid- 
eration in regard to the important step you are about to 
take, you present yourself, before this congregation, and 
in the presence of Almighty God, to renounce a system 
of idolatry and superstition, and to confess the Lord 
Jesus Christ : therefore, 

Do you renounce the doctrine of priestly absolution as 
unseriptural, and anti-Seriptural, and do you adhere to 
the great Bible doctrine that the blood of Jesus Christ 
his son cleanseth from ALL sins ? 

Ans. ] do. 

Do you renounce the doctrme of the Mass, which, ac- 
cording to the principle of its institution, is a paredy of 
Calvary, and would diminish the efficacy of the Atone- 


ment ; and do you hold firmly to the Scriptural truths, 
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that by one offering of himself he hath perfected for 
ever them that are sanctified, and where the remission 
of sin is there is no more offering for sin ? 

I do. 

In view of the fact that Christ did not merely half 
finish his mission, but did the whole work of redemption 
completely, do you renounce the Romish doctrine of 
Purgatory, and do you believe according to the Serip- 
ture that there are but two states after death, a state of 
eternal bliss, and a state of eternal retribution ? 

I clo. 

Do you renounce the doctrine of the real presence in 
the Eucharist, and the adoration thereof as erroneous and 
idolatrous, and do you bold that the Lord’s Supper is to 
be celebrated as Christ said, “a remembrance of him,” 
and not the reality ? 

[ do. 

Do you renounce the doctrine of spiritual regenera- 
tion in Baptism, and hold that a man “ must be born 
again,” before he can enter the kingdom of heaven ? 

I do. 

Do you denounce the man-made doctrine of “ invoca- 
tion” of the Virgin Mary and the Saints, and hold that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is the ouly mediator between God 
and man ? 

I do. 

Do you hold that there are but two sacraments accord- 
ing to Seripture, viz., Baptism and the Lord’s Supper ? 

I do. 

Is it of your own free w H,and through a pure convic- 
tion of right. that you now renounce for ever the church of 
the Pope, in order to be identified with the Church of 
Christ ? 
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It is. 


Do you truly love the Lord Jesus Christ ? 

I do. 

Will you henceforth take the blessed Bible as your 
rule of faith and follow its teachings ? 

I will. 

Will you, as far as you are able, contribute toward 
the support of the Gospel in this mission work ? 

I will. 

(The minister then takes each candidate by the hand, 
and presenting each with a copy of the Bible says:) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost. In the name of the Christian Church, I 
give you the right hand of fellowship and welcome you 
mto the Church of Jesus Christ. 

Take this blessed Bible which L present you, read it, 
study it, and let its sacred teaching be your guide 
through life, and may the erace and peace of the Lord 
Jesus be with you. 

The above simple form has been approved of and ad- 
mired by prominent clergymen who have attended our 
services from time to time, and T hope that in the com 
ing fall and winter work, so many conversions will take 
place that we shall be called upon even more frequently 
to use this form of our own arrangement. 

The Rev. G. W. SAMSON, 1). BD. preached in the 
Reformed Catholie Church, New York, Sabbath evening, 
Sept. 28. Among his hearers was the Rey. Dr. Hague, 
one of the most venerable Baptist ministers in the United 
States. Dr. Hague was Dr. Samsow’s pastor when the 
latter was in college many years ago, and the meeting 
of these men of God was, as might be expected, most 
cordial. 
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WAS TILE APOSTLE PETER EVER IN ROME? 
By tuk Rey. Mason GaLLacuer, or tuk RererMEpD 
EpiscopaL Cnuren, 


Part II. 


Iv may be asked, why discuss a question of this nature 
at this time ? 

Are not the minds and consciences of Roman Catho- 
lics hermetically sealed to all argumentation ? 

Is it not an established principle of the Papal Com- 
munion, that to doubt one dogma of their Creed, is 
equivalent to damnation ? 

Is it not a waste of time, and labor, and thought, to 
prove that what is essentially Roman, is neither Catholic, 
reasonable nor revealed? ‘To the first two inquiries, we 
answer, Yes ! 

The subjection of the mind and conscience of the 
Roman Catholic to the spiritual domination of his 
Church, is as abject and complete, as any bedily slavery 
the world has known. 

A judicial blindness, the counterpart of that which 
pertains to Judaism, rests upon its modern representa- 
tive, the Church of Rome. 

Disobedience to the Divine oracles, subjection to 
human traditions, have produced like results in’ the 
Churches of the two dispensations. 

To recover a soul from the power of priestly, papal 
domination, is like raising the dead to life. The work 
is similar to that of the Apostles 1800 years age. And 
when discouraged by the contemplation of the almost 
insuperable difliculties of the work of introducing light 
into the minds of the victim of Roman Catholic error, 
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the example of the Apostles should encourage us, aye, 
that of Peter hunself, who, after his own conversion, was 
directed to comfort his brethren, and to go to the lost 
-sheep of the house of Israel ; even so does the providence 
of God direct the converted Roman Catholic to go to the 
lost sheep of the Church of Rome. As there were 
Simeons, and Annas, Zechariahs aud Elizabeths ; men 
like Nicodemus and Gamalicl and Joseph ; so are there 
now in the church of Rome, their counterparts, who are 
waiting for spiritual consolation, a pure worship, and a 
rational faith. 

Too little prayer, too little labor, on the part of those 
who possess and boast of greater light and of Scriptural 
doctrine, has been manifested toward their brethren in 
spiritual bondage. 

‘Too great worldliness, discord, diy ision b4 the absence 
of charity, humility and zeal; have repelled multitudes, 
who could have been won to truth and spiritual liberty. 

Let these people be reasoned with ; let them be prayed 
for; let them be treated with kindness, and by the fruit 
of the Saviour’s presence, many will be converted, 

The establishment of the fact that there is no satis- 
factory proof on record that the Apostle Peter ever saw 
the city of Rome, while at the same time the silence of 
Scripture renders the supposition highly improbable, 
may lead some Roman Catholic minds to doubt the truth 
of the system, which was built on the doctrine that 
Peter was in Rome ; was a Bishop of Rome ; and handed 
down to succeeding Bishops of Rome, Plenary, Apos- 
tolie authority, and supreme Spiritual domination. 

A general survey of the subject was presented in the 
previous number, where was briefly mentioned the argu- 


ments of learned writers against the fact of the journey 





398 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


to Rome by Peter, and the admission of Roman Catho- 
lics that proof of the same was wanting. 

The language of the early writers which is appealed 
to, to substantiate the claim that Peter visited Rome, 
will be examined in detail. 

Alleged testimonies which Roman Catholic writers 
have confessed to be forgeries, will be briefly disposed of. 
LINUS AND ANACLETUS. 

Of this character are Linus, A.D. 70, and Anacletus, 
A.D. 91, bishops of Rome, whom Father Feuardent, in 
his notes on TIrenzeus, b. iii. ¢. 8, says, confirmed “ with 
wonderful unaminity ” the statement of that writer that 
* Peter proclaimed the Gospel at Rome, and laid the 
foundations of that church.” 

This same writer wonders at “the abandoned effront- 
ery with which Velanus, Illyricus, Funecius, and other 
French Protestants, have the impudence to jabber about 
Peter’s having never been at Rome.” 

After such a stout assertion, how surprising to read in 
Father Ceillier (vol. 1, p. 490) concerning Linus: “ The 
work that we have in two books, under the name of St. 
Linus, is full of ridiculous fables, and is not worth read- 
ing.” 

Cardinal Bellarmine, in his “ Eeclesiastical Writers,” 
states : “ We consider that Linus’ writings are not ex- 
tant, and that those which now pass under his name are 
forgeries.” 

With respect to Anacletus we have similar statements 
from Papal authors. ‘Tillemont writes: “ We have three 
decretals under the name of St. Anacletus. <All the 
learned are agreed now-a-days that these letters are 
frauds and forgeries, and that all the decretal letters 
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attributed to the popes who lived prior to Pope Siricius, 
(A.D. 385) are equally so.” 

Father Dupin, the learned historian, in his chapter on 
the false decretals, gives his reasons for regarding these 
Epistles as “a forgery” and “an impostuare.” 

IGNATIUS. 

Ignatius, bishop at Antioch (A. D. 107), is appealed 
to by Bellarmine, Pearson, Baratier, and by Father Me 
Corry in his ‘Tract, “ Was St. Peter ever at Rome,” as a 
witness on the affirmative side of this question, Baron- 
ius, Feuardent and Valesius wisely decline an appeal 
to him. 

The supposed evidence of Ignatius is found in his 
Epistle to the Romans ch. 4: “not as Peter and Paul do 
I vive you directions. They were Apostles, [ am con 
demned. They were free, | am stillaslave. But if I 
suffer, [am afreedman in Jesus, and I shall arise in Him 
a free man.” 

Pearson on these words remarks: “ For what can be 
more manifest than it is from those words to the 
Romans, that Ignatius must have had an idea that Peter 
proclaimed the Gospel at Rome, and was put to death 
there, as well as Paul.” 

Baratier exclaims: “ Why does this writer mention 
Peter and Paul together in this way, if it were not that 
they were both at Rome. . . . It is evident that 
Ignatius believed that Peter had been at Rome.”: 

Mr. McCorry argues : “This proves that the Romans 
had been taught by St. Peter and St. Paul, and had re- 
ceived their commands, and of course shows that both 
Apostles had been at Rome.” 

To prove that the Apostle Peter left the field to which 
our Lord had especially assigned him, the Jewish peo- 
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ple ; entered upon his brother Paul’s work, that of con- 
verting the Gentiles of the East ; that he forsook Baby- 


lon, in whose neighborhood were over a million of his 
people, and from wiich city he wrote his first Epistle ; 
and came to the 4000 Jews at Rome under the care of 
Paul, and Clement, and Andronicus, and Junia, and 
other teachers, will demand the most overwhelming tes- 
timony ; so improbable and inconsistent would be such a 
proceeding on the part of a wise and faithful Evangelist. 

So far from such an assertion, he simply says Peter and 
Paul had directed and instructed the Roman Christians. 

This Peter had done with respect to the strangers from 
Rome, on the day of Pentecost, and these had returned 
to found the Church, which Paul at alater day instructed. 
It should) be borne in mind that the ancient writers in 
speaking of the combined common work of the twelve 
Apostles in founding churches,use the names of Peter and 
Paul to include all who engaged in this evangelical mis- 
sion. 

Greenwood in his “ Cathedra Petri,” vol. 1, p. 24, re- 
marks, “It has been alleged with great plausibility that 
the distinctive ministries of each,—that of Peter to the 
circumcision, and of Paul to the uneireumcision,—had 
been acknowledged by themselves, and had become a mat- 
ter of notoriety to the whole church. ‘These two functions 
together comprehend d one entire ministry, in such wise 
that the association of the names was in fact rather an 
association of ideas than of persons, ‘The names of Peter 
and Paul could thus come to represent the community or 
union of the ministry of the Jews and the Gentiles, the 
two-fold foundations or pillars of the Gospel dispensa- 
tion ; a sense in which they are frequently spoken of by 
subsequent Christian writers.” 
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Nor do these writers regard the presence of an Apostle 
as necessary, when alluding to the founding of a church, 
by the same mode of expression, 

“We have a marked instance of this in Baronius, a later 
Roman writer, who says (A. D. 39, paragraph 16); “for 
what does it mean when Peter is said to have founded 
the. Chureh at Antioch. They are quite wrong who 
think that Peter mast have gone to Antioch for that 
purpose.” 

Though Peter never preached in Rome in person and 
remained in Babylon and its neighborhood, still he was 
connected closely with the Christians of Rome, who had 
been converted in Jerusalem by his preaching, and had 
returned to preach the Gospel in the Imperiat City. 

Thus had Peter preceeded, even Paul, in the work at 
Rome, and in this way may be truly said to have been 
the founder of that church, and of others whither his 
converts were dispersed. 

Thus rationally may the language of the martyr Igna- 
tius be understood, without supposing that he gave 
countenance to the improbable supposition that Peter 
had forsaken the millions of Jews of the East to visit 
the thousands at Rome, so carefully tended and instruet- 
ed by his brother Apostle, Paul. 

We shall find that the few expressions of the Fathers 
with respect to Peter’s connection with Rome may be 
made to correspond with the Scripture, by a rational and 
consistent Interpretation. 

The Seripture is utterly silent with respect to this al- 
leged Roman visit of the Apostle ; history presents no 
reliable testimony that Peter ever deserted Babylon for 


Rome. 
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(Continued from page 390.) 


CHAPTER XVIIL. 




















Despotism of bishops—Slavish submission of the priests—The spies 
of the bishops Denunciations—Stories Visits of the bishop to 


the priests and to the nunneries. 
/ 


| 

Every body has heard of the tyrannic power of the : 
sultans of Constantinople, of the deys and beys of Egypt : 
and other despotic governments. It is a true image , H 
of the boundless authority of a Romish bishop over his : 
priests; with this difference, that those temporal tyrants 4 
have their laws, or something like them, while the bishop : 


has no laws at all save those of his own will, His will is j 
the supreme rule, not for life indeed, but for situation, liv- 
ing and reputation. A Roman Catholic bishop is the sole 


and absolute master of his priests; he can displace, cashier, 


deprive them of their positions and of every means of ex- 





istence. Owing to this terrible power, all the priests in 
a diocese are the slaves of the bishop. He is necessarily 
adespot. As soon as he is raised to the episcopal posi- 


tion, the general submission, the slavish obedience, the 
absurd prostration and sycophantic flattery he every- 
where receives turn his head. As a general rule, before 
his elevation to the episcopacy he was a good companion 
with his fellow priests, a merry drinker with them, ete. ; 
but now he is “my lord,” he thinks he is obliged to shut 
himself up in a species of sanctuary, where he is scarcely 
visible; he is persuaded that he has become of another 
nature, superior to the common nature of men ; in short, 

he imitates the Pope as much as he can. He looks upon 

his priests as his servants ; and I remember with a kind 
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of anger for our baseness, that we never approached our 
bishop without all the sigus of the most absurd submis- 
sion and veneration. We were obliged to pay him more 
respect than to the church, for in the church we were 
allowed to wear a iittle cap 5 but before his lordship we 
were obliged to take it off. No priest would dare to 
contradict him; so far from it, every body is careful to 
applaud him, to listen to the least of his words with 
great attention, to laugh when his lordship deigns to 
laugh, to blame or praise what he blames or praises. 

In our ordination to the priesthood, besides our obliga- 
tions of poverty and celibacy, we take that of obedic nee, 
of absolute obedience to him and to his successors. We 
make this promise kneeling before him, our hands in his 
hands, as in old times knightsswore faith and homage to 
their sovereign. — His lordship knows well how to take 
advantage of our simplicity by reminding us of this vow 
on occasions. “ Remember your promise of obedience.” 
In general Bishops and Superiors affect in their publie 
conduct a great horror of lasciviousness (whatever their 
own corruption may be), and enjoin upon every priest 
to denounce to them the criminal, if he can be discoy- 
ered by any means whatever. All this is for form’s sake, 
for appearances; because they know that there are few, 
very few priests faithful to their obligations of celibacy. 
They have two forms equaliy base and jesuitical by 
which to know the disorders of their priests. The first 
is by the confessional, the second by spies. 

This is the first: The confessor, to whom a woman 
avows guilty relations with a priest, compels her to give 
him the name of the priest, and at the same time grant 
him leave to tell it to the bishop; this leave of the pen- 
itent is necessary, it is said, otherwise the seal of the con- 
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fession would be violated. Commonly the woman re- 
fuses at first, but every woman who goes into the con- 
fessional is at the disposal of her confessor. He preaches 
to her, represents the grievousness of her fault; he says 
that the only way of atoning for it is to cause the 
guilty priest to be punished, and refuses her absolu- 
tion till she has obeyed. Vainly would she apply to an- 
other; he would follow the same rules, being a pupil of 
the same school. ‘To diminish her repugnance there is 
another way. Tler confessor says to her, “ Write a let- 

ter, in which you shall put the name of the priest with- | 
out yourown: you will seal it and give it to me, and I 
will send it to the bishop; the woman, frightened with 
his thre atening of the Possession of the devil and of hell, 
yields to his orders, and the name is betrayed. 

A single week does not priss in any diocese without 
such a denunciation to the bishop. If the denounced 
priest is remarkable neither for Lis talents, birth, nor 
riches, if his fault is somewhat public or known, he ts 
severely rebuked or suspended. — But bishops do not in- 
dulge in suspensions as much as they formerly did, be 


cause it is a public scandal, which throws diseredit upon 





the general holiness of the clergy. 

If for some reason the bishop does not judge proper 
to suspend, he changes the residenee of the priest when 
he becomes scandalous in his parish. Many of them thus 
run over all parts of a diocese. It happens more than 


once that the denunciations through the confessional are 
groundless, being only the vengeance of some person 
angry with the priest. People understand well this 
manner of annoying a priest, and it often occasions the 
most singular blanders ; for the bishop, persuaded that 


almost all his priests are guilty, scarcely ever examines 
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into denunciations, but gives entire confidence to them, 

and acts according to circumstances. I will relate two 
cases in illustration. In my own episcopal city, a young 
man, who had a quarrel with a priest, resolved to take 

vengeance on him by means of denunciation ; for this 
purpose he addressed himself to a woman of que stionable 
character, and for a small sum of money he prevailed 

upon her to denounce the priest as having endeavored to 
seduce her. She fulfilled her commission without hav- 
ing spoken to the priest, or even knowing hin. but it 

was cnough to say to the confessor—* Such a one made 
Trhe improper proposals.” The bishop, warned ol this 
pre tended crime by the confessor who received the ce po 

sition, ealled for the accused and upbraided him severe ly 

for his conduct. © But, bishop,” said he, “I beg leave 
to answer, God is my witness that Lam innocent of this 
crime.” The angry and violent bishop said to him 

“ You are insolent, you must submit yourseif to me, pride 
is always a sign of guilt. Were you innocent and hum- 
ble, you would say nothing, and you would submit your 

self to your superior, Am [ not your superior? Are 
you not as a worm beneath my foot, which T could crush 
at my will?” and inso saying, his lordship strode proudly 
over his rich carpets. The poor culprit was not allowed 
to utter a word while the council deliberated on his fate. 
At length, one of the grand vicars, less proud than his 
master, arose, aud sail—* May L be allowed to say that 
perhaps it would not be useless to call for the informing 
female. I suspect some error.” “ No matter,” said the 
bishop, “he is guilty. Are you not?” said he to the 
priest 5 “ avow it it will be sooner over.” “IT cannot 
lie, bishop ; Lam innocent.” “ Ile is obstinate,” replied 
the bishop ; “let us call her, but you shall be suspended 
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if convicted by her.” The denunciating confessor is 
called, he gives the name of the woman, whom he knew ; 
she comes to the episcopal palace, and is requested by 
the bishop to speak to the priest who had attempted to 
seduce her. Judge of her consternation at not knowing 
him, and the triumph of the accused, who stood motion- 
less among the grand vicars. “ Are you dead,” said the 
bishop to her, “ ordumb? Speak to him, and let us finish 
this scene.” At length, after having looked at each 
priest with visible embarrassment, and willing to get out 
of the serape as best she could, she trusted herself to 
chance, and made the finest blunder in the world.  In- 
stead of applying to the accused, she singled out a young 
grand vicar, who became as red as hot iron, and very 
angry, as it may be supposed. ‘The venerable conclave, 
the bishop at its head, were greatly disappointed. Then 
the accused priest went to her, and said—* Where have 
you seen me? where have I spoken to you?” “ Never, 
Sir; [must avow that I received money to accuse you ; 
I beg your pardon, for my conscience reproaches me 
with this very much, and IT am happy to be able to re- 
pair my fault.” The shameful bishop said to him coldly, 
“Tf you are innocent of that crime, you are not the less 
proud on account of it; you ought to submit yourself, 
and not be so presumptuous as to speak so boldly to your 
bishop and prelate. Go, and be wise for the future.” 
Thus ended this meeting, and his lordship was compli- 
mented for the wisdom and rare capacity he displayed 
in the administration of his diocese. 

The other case had nearly a tragical end. A priest 
and a lady loved each other as friends, but their friend- 
ship was quite free from evil. They wrote each other 
very often, and they expressed in their letters how happy 
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they would have been if married. These relations hav- 


ing lasted sume time, the priest was sent to another part 


“of the diocese. Before leaving, he paid a visit to his 


friend, and as he was an experienced man, knowing well 
his fellow priests, he endeavored to cause her to destroy 
his letters, but could not suceced. Ile ceased his corres- 
pondence, for he feared it might be delivered to the 
bishop through the confessional, Ilitherto he had been 
her confessor, but his removal prevented him from being 
so any longer. In the meanwhile the lady gave herself 
up tothe highest devotion. It is the custom of many 
ladies to enjoy all the worldly pleasures of a society very 
little restrained, and give themselves up afterward to 
the most ridiculous piety when beginning to grow old. 
They withdraw from the world when they can no longer 
figure in it, and then follow, with the same ardor as the y 
before followed balls and dance S, all the ck votions and 
superstitions of the Romish Church, ‘They are not only 
the greatest support of priests, but also their burden in 
confession, which they tse unl abuse. These women 
are well known under the names of “ devotees,’ and are 
ordinarily laughed at for the narrowness of their minds 
and their foolish practices. ‘They would think them- 
selves lost for ever if they did not attend mass ¢ very 
day ; if they did not go to confession twice or more a 
week ; and if they did not receive the communion every 
morning. They are the leaders of all the religious 
business, to the detriment of their family, which they 
neglect, as they say, for a more perfect duty. Tf priests 
want money for any pious or ostensibly pious design, 
they have recourse to their kind devotees. 

The lady of my story having turned a devotee con- 


ceived, of course, a great horror of her previous conduct, 
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She made a general confession of all her life, a practice 
warmly enjoined upon every one who begins a new life, 
that the confessor may know him or her better. [Thus 
an abandoned woman, who for long years has been given 
up to the most shameful disorders, is obliged to relate 
every detail to her confessor when she afterwards goes 
to confession.| She still possessed the letters of her 
friend. What a crime! She confesses it, and the 
accustomed method is put in practice. The confessor 
requires those letters, and, not to frighten her, he says 
that nothing will happen to the priest who wrote them, 
that it is only for form’s sake. Moreover, he promises 
that they should not be delivered to the bishop. They 





are given to the confessor after some difficulty, and of 
course they pass from his hands into those of the bishop. 

He became more furious against this weakness than 
the denouncement of incontinence, of which he was daily 
hearing. But as the priest had said in the above-men 
tioned letters that he was unhappy in being a priest 
instead of being married to her, the bishop was storming 
with rage. “ What! in my diocese,” said he, “have la 
priest who speaks of marriage? The vicious man!” 
A fulminating letter is send to the poor priest, to call 
him to the episcopal bar, He appears before his angry 
and all-powerful master, and avows all the truth. He 
acknowledges the letters, and ventures to say in his 
defense, that this is his whole guilt. “The Devil has 
blinded you,” said the bishop; “I will teach you to 
judge more correctly of the enormity of your crime. 





My only regret is at not being able to punish you as you 
deserve. You are deprived of your situation and sus- 
pended. You will return in penance into our seminary 


for nine months. Afterwards we will see what will be 

















CONFESSIONS OF A CATHOLIC PRIEST. 409 


done with you. Begone! and let me not see among my 
priests a Luther or a Calvin who is impudent enough to 
~ speak of marriage.” 

The unfortunate priest saw his former friend, and 
reproached her with his sad fate. When she understood 
fully the extent of the injury she had done, she conceived 
so great a grief that she fell unto a dangerous disease 
and nearly died of a broken heart. i presume this event 
enlightened her on the probity of her confessor. 

Another method used by bishops to learn the mis- 
conduct of priests is by spies. Spies pass everywhere 
for the dregs of mankind, the scum of wretched men, 
They are perhaps worse among Roman Catholic priests 
than any where else; for priests on account of their 
natural wretchedness, are the most hypocritical of men. 
Commonly the spies of the bishop are the most degraded 
priests, who, having been either suspended or denounced, 
desire to reconcile themselves to his authority by their 
services ; as the government chooses its spies among 
those who have been felons. The ecclesiastical spies are 
known only to the bishop and his grand vicars, and often 
each bas his own. Before their superiors they never 
speak but of religion, holiness, piety, power of the 
Church, obedience to authority. They sigh over the 
disorder of the times and lament over the misconduct of 
sv many priests. Owing to this hypocrisy, and ‘to their 
denunciation of other priests, whose reputations they ruin 
when it is necessary to their purposes, they obtain the 
best situations as a reward, 

The bishop scatters the spies among other priests to 
watch their conduct. They affect great liberty with 
their fellow priests in their words and general conduct, 


that the others may speak freely before them. In this 
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way common priests, especially after hearty dinners, 
speak without restraint upon every matter,—religion, 
morals, or discipline. Spies take hold of these indisere- 
tions and puta malicious construction upon them, and 
send them to the bishop. Therefore, such a priest is 
quite astonished at receiving an awful letter from the 
prelate, in which he is severely taken to task. In one of 
those meetings before a spy, whom I knew not, I was 
s0 Imprudent as to say that there were some things in 
our religion very hard to believe, and not clearly founded 
on the Bible ; for example, confession. “ For, added I, 
“it is not said that Jesus Christ or his apostles confessed 
any body.” Soon after, frightened at my boldness, I 
said that I was not able to understand the Scriptures, 
but that our holy Church was charged to explain them 
tome. This Jesuitical and wise restriction did not save 
me a sharp notice from the bishop. 

This institution of spies spreads distrust among the 
priests, and in general they do not meet together freely 
and contidentially without knowing cach other well, there- 
fore their societies are full of parties which are almost 
enemies. These are especially the party of episcopals 
and that of anti-episcopals; the former is composed of 
friends of the bishops, who flatter him, the latter of in- 
dependents. 

The best oceasion on which bishops can display their 
authority is on their episcopal visitation to each parish 
church. On his arrival at some village, the whole popu- 
lation, the trembling priest at their head, go to meet him 
in procession, The bishop stops at the house of the 
priest, together with his grand vicars, secretary, etc. He 
remains at each one’s house several days, during which 


he is pumping his host. It is needless to say that the 
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servant-maid of the priest is absent, if she is young and 


pretty, that the bishop may not see her. He visits at 


. first the church, and examines every little object ; the 


ornaments, books, desk, confessional, pictures, statues, 
and all the furniture of the popish service. The poor 
priest follows his master every where, humbly expecting 
some reproach, which does not fail to fall upon him in 
the eyes of the whole gathered parish. 

However, the priest must exhaust his resources to give 
the bishop a big feast. If he did not do this the bishop 
would be furious. The whole afternoon is devoted to 
feasting. What a consumption of choice viands, good 
wines, spirits, cakes, pies! All the neighboring priests 
are invited, and each comes to offer bis most humble 
respects to his lordship, who, if satisfied with the dinner, 
praises it, and deigns to be somewhat gracious. When 
he has eaten his host out of house and home he sets out 
and goes to practice the same operation at another parish. 
Doubtless, if the priest had not inexhaustible resources 
in his ministry, he would be reduced to fast for some 
weeks to cover the expense of such a visit. 

The visits of the bishop to the convents of nuns are 
yet more curious. This is the delight of the bishops. 
Cloisters are their houses, they say, their paradise ; 
here they are at home. ‘The good nuns receive him as 
they would receive our Lord himself; all is bustling in 
the house. ‘The dinners and feasts of the priests on such 
oceasions are good ; but when compared with those of 
the nuns, they are dinners of anchorites. When I was 
free from my mortifications, it was an agreeable matter 
to me to attend those dinners with the bishop, for which 
I cared much less than for the pleasure which he caused. 
Every nun must individually appear alone before the 
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bishop. What passes between him and them at such 
times I never heard; it is said they speak to him of their 


conscience and their spiritual life. 


CHAPTER XIX, 


The Reformation and Philosophy—The results of the superstitions 
of Popery in Europe—General impiety—-Immorality— Litera- 
‘ure—Sketch of the Clergy—Its inability for good TTope of 
amelioration through Prot: stantism. 

W aire darkness and night covered the face of Europe, 
while the clergy through its domination was able to pre- 
vent people from tasting the fruits of the tree of science, 
the food of its own superstitions was sufficient for the 
minds of ignorant men. But when the invention of 
printing, when the Reformation, followed by the bold 
geniuses who entered into the path traced by Luther, 
had multiplied and diffused the means of learning, a 
glimpse of doubt was thrown upon the Roman Catholic 
Church by its long enslaved children; the tares were 
separated from the good wheat, and the spring of the 
human mind bounded with more strength because of its 
long compression. ‘The pure and shining light of a new 
sun cheered the face of the earth. Human reason, 
emancipated from its bondage, began to breathe and to 
soar aloft. In proportion as the Popish laws were looked 
into, they lost that illusion which had so long fascinated 
the eyes ; like those objects seen in the midst of dark- 
ness, which fear or superstition represents to us as 
phantoms or dreadful beings, but which seen nearer, 
prove to be the most common things. Thus far learned 
and reflecting men have dissipated the main phantoms 
created by Popery when not seen with the eyes of preju- 
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dice or ignorance, but with those of philosophy and 
truth. For the happy countries which, favored by 
heaven, have profited by the Reformation, a new era of 
prosperity has begun ; but for other countries in Europe, 
remaining in the chains of Popery there has been no 
change for the better. Some men, who by the superi- 
ority of their talents were leaders of public opinion in 
the seventeenth, and above all, in the eighteenth cen- 
tury, showed an open scorn for the faith of Rome, and 
overthrew its chief tenets by the irresistible force of 
logic and sarcasm. ‘Those writers were considered so 
many suns, round which thousands of satellites made 
haste to revolve as round their centre. These satellites 
became themselves suns for others. 

In this manner, from the first class of authors, from 
Montesquieu, Voltaire, Rousseau, Diderot, D’Alembert, 
to the poorest village schoolmaster, has bee: opened a 
vast school of impiety ; for those men, improperly called 
“ philosophers,” were authorized to include the whole 
‘Roman Catholic system in the same reprobation by the 
grand and capital dogma of Popery : that all its lessons, 
all its tenets, are of the same certainty, are all equally 
divine. Such a criminal principle put a terrible weapon 
into the hands of its enemies ; for as soon as they had 
proved the falsity of purgatory, of indulgences, of relics, 
&e., they had the right, by a conclusion founded upon 
the doctrine of Popery itself, to say that th:re was 
nothing true in any of its dogmas, Consequently they 
rejected altogether, with the superstitions of the clergy, 
the most sacred articles, such as the divinity of Christ, 
the inspiration of the Gospel, and even the very exigience 
of God. 

Gradually it became fashionable to believe votling 
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among a certain class of society. Unbelief was diffused 
from the highest ranks to the lowest, which last, by a 
natural vanity, copy always from those above them, 
Ignorant men, indeed, do not know “ logically ” why 
they are unbelievers, but they reason thus- “Such a one 
is a learned man, he does not believe : TI cannot do better 
than to imitate him.” The original cause of this im- 
piety is the revolting falsities of Rome, which, rousing 
the disgust of able men, have brought upon the word 
of God the indifference or the contempt of the peoples of 
Europe, because they have not distinguished between 
truth and falsehood. The result of this general unbelief 
is a deplorable immorality. When T look at France, 
Italy and Spain, countries which if Protestant, would 
have been sO enlightened, so religious, sO powerful, 
and see that they have been despoiled of religion (with- 
out which no nation can subsist) through the abuse 
of Popish superstitions, and that they are from day to 
day suffering from a deep and alarming demoralization, 
I tremblingly interrogate the future to know their fate.’ 
For no one species of faith has taken the place of the 
Popish faith in the greatest part of these countries. 
Many have been eager lo tear down the old edifice : but 
no one has reared any other in its place. ‘The peasantry 
under the immediate influence of the priests are yet 
attached to all the superstitions and pantomimes of 
Popery ; while in cities there remain scarcely any traces 
of religion. In Paris, for example, religion is confined 
in the churches toa mere theatrical representation, in 
Which priests, sank in the vices of their time and of their 
order, endeavor to kindle into life again a dead faith, by 
their gorgeous pomp, their ceremonies of the opera, their 
music of the balle Is there a human heart that would 
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not bleed, when, entering those churches consecrated to 
the God of truth, one sees priests, whose intimacy with 
actresses is almost public, playing their parts, doing 
their best to strike the senses, either of those whom 
mere curiosity attracts to them “ representations,” to 
see and to be seen, or of some pious aged women, who 
are.the only representatives of religion in Paris. 

No one cares for the observation of the precepts of 
the Lord. The Sabbath is the (lay of labor, quite as 
much as other days. Even those who suspend their 
work, far from consecratine their leisure to religion, in- 
dulge in amusements and pleasures in coffee-houses, 
boulevards, or theatres. A foreigner in’ Paris, who 
would forget his reckonings could) not distinguish Sun- 
days from other days; for shops are opened, workmen 
at their work as usual. IT never witness a Sabbath in 
America—the churehes full of men and women wor- 
shiping God in sincerity and truth—without bitterly 
remembering the desolation and impiety of the churches 
in Kurope, 

It is an incontestable fact that Roman Catholicism is 
dead in France and Italy, and dead owing to its own 
faults ; forhad it not spoiled the Gospel, men could never 
have convicted it of falsehood, and they would never 
have fallen into such indifference. Roman Catholicism 
is in France like one of those monuments of Egypt fal- 
len to the ground, of which there remain only rnins and 
scattered stones, without any hope of being raised again. 

We have glanced at the evils scattered through France 
and Italy by the superstitions of Rome ; let us see what 
becomes of those countries, now that enlightened upon 


such gross falsehoods they laugh at them; let us see 
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the deepness of their wounds, the natural result of Popish 
tenets. 

It has been said justly, that “the literature of a coun- 
try is the true picture of it.” If, then, we read any of 
those books called French literature in the nineteenth 
century, we shall have a just idea of morals in France, 
the inevitable result of the superstitions of Popery. 

Novels are poured out with a prodigious fecundity, 
and produced by the hunger of some hundred lazy men, 
who, knowing the wants and the taste of their contem- 
poraries, heap together all the monstrous inventions of a 
disordered brain, and proffer this nauseating stuff to 
their readers. All these books are filled, with few ex- 
ceptions, with the most indecent pictures of guilty love, 
seduction, sacrilege, incest, murder, poisoning and crimes 
of every description. All religious feclings are either 
forgotten or treated with revolting scorn. The sacred 
ties of mat rimony , of virtue, fidelity, probity, are laughed 
at, always represented as unhappy, while crime is always 
triumphant. And this is the food of many minds. The 
lady and the servant-maid read only these books in their 
hours of leisure. If you should walk into the bed-room 
of any woman whatever, what book will you find on her 
dressing-table? the book which she reads before sleep- 
ing, and in the morning as soon as she awakes? ‘The 
Bible? Oh, no; nobody has the Bible. It is some of 
these infamous romances. The young girl inher academy, 
who has seen them in the library of her mother during 
the vacation, will procure them for herself, and deceive 
the surveillance of her teachers. She will form her heart 
from those poisonous pages. The young man in his col- 
lege devours those impure pictures of criminal pleasures, 


and he dreams but of them, to the prejudice of his studies. 
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Thus is the rising generation enlightened. In order, too, 
that the poor may share these advantages, cheap editions 
of the same works are printed, and trusted to pedlars, 
who carry them into the country, and sell them for a 
few pennics to the poor peasants, that their daughters, 
their children, may be thus enlightened. Many thousands 
of these editions have poured out from the press in every 
direction ; and one finds them side by side with the book 
of superstitions of the priest, alike read and believed by 
every ignorant peasant Ww ho is able to spell them. 

The theatre is perfeetly on the same footing, and it 
brings before the eyes of the spectators, more VIV idly and 
more powerfully, a real corruption. In books one reads, 
in the theatre one sees, true seductions. At first, indeed, 
they shocked the eyes; but now, a piece without those 
real representations would appear feeble and destitute of 
interest. Tfusbands carry their wives, mothers their 
daughters, fathers their sons. The workingman after 
his day’s work goes here with his family, at least every 
Sanday ; for on that day the higher classes of society 
abstain from the theatre, too crowded by the throng and 
the lowest classes. 


Foreigners cannot understand the genius and taste 





either of the authors or of the read rs, or of the spec- 
k tators. ‘They ask themselves where Frenchmen look for 
such subjects, such pictures. This question is quite nat- 
ural in a foreigner. But what will be his surprise when 
it is answered, that it is the true pieture of real life. 
The superstitions which have so long besieged and filled 
the minds of the people, have given place to a complete 
indifference to religion, which has been followed by its 
natural result, a general immorality. From Paris to the 
smallest cities there is every where such a deplorable 
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emulation in vice, suicides, murders, that there is scarcely 
a village which is not tainted with crime. Esteeming as 
nothing the most awful crimes, provided they accomplish 
their aim, they make use of fire, sword and poison to 
succeed. Morality is not founded upon duty, but upon 
utility or ambition. If, instead of those public lessons 
of vice, the Bible was permitted to circulate among the 
people, then those guilty men would have read in it this 
word of God—* Thou shalt not kill ;” and every body 
would know that it is a crime to killa king as well as 
any other man. Young men, instead of dreaming of 
revolutions to enjoy pleasures, riches, and honors, would 
have seen in the sacred book that it is the duty of a 
Christian to submit himself to the will of God, the great 
author of all society. But alas! the divine book is un- 
known in France, Italy and Spain owing to the perpetual 
care of the clergy to conceal it. None among the people 
have the Bible, nor do they know what it is, but by some 
stories detached from it and dispensed by the clergy to 
favor their own designs ; consequently nobody has any 
other rule of conduct than his own passions. Can we 
refrain from deploring such a state of things in a country 
which, by its geographical position, its influence, and the 
universality of its language and its books, will thus be 
for ever a sink of corruption for the world ? 

For such an evil, what is the remedy ? will the Roman 
Catholic dogmas ever be able to cure it? Every body 
can answer ; for this very evil isthe result of the Popish 
deceptions. Such a plague, indeed, would require all 
the science and art of a skillful physician. We know the 
nature of the ability and morality of its clergy. Shall 


pearance of study, to the altar and to the pulpit, be able 


some thousand ignorant priests, passing, after some ap- 
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to enlighten France and Italy upon those two grand causes 
of human misery—ignorance and immorality ? Their 
childhood has been spent among the lowest class, the most 
ignorant, superstitious families of the peasantry ; who 
cause their boys to become priests that they may become 
rich, and thus the supporters of their kinsmen. With 
this view the lad is brought up, he sees his poor parents 
oceupied in hard labor, and often starving. He judges 
it to be more eligible to study at the expense of pubhie 
charity. Ife learns how to read and write at the age of 
twelve or fifteen ; learns some words of Latin, geography 
and history. When he leaves the college he goes to his 
family, which he astonishes by his ability, beeause his 
poor parents do not know how to read, and they gaze 
with admiration upon their learned gentleman. After- 
ward he is sent to a seminary, where his knowledge is 
completed by poring over theology, by reflecting upon 
stories of ghosts, devils, legends, miracles ; such as those 
of Francis Xavier, who, in proof of the possibility of a 
body’s being in many places at the same time, was seen 
in two ships at the same hour ; of a Jew who pierced a 
wafer with a knife, and from which blood flowed, as the 
best proof of the real presence ; of a devil who pointed 
out, and marked with his pencil the priests, who, while 
in the church, were inattentive instead of praying ; of a 
woman, who, having a horrible cancer, changed the 
worms thereof, by her patience, into diamonds ; and a 
thousand other tales, at which it is not permitted to laugh 
under pain of expulsion. This single fact gives a just 
measure of their mind, for all is faithfully received and 
firmly believed. Besides this, they preserve all their na- 
tive coarseness of manner and habit, and when all this 
is joined to superstition, and the self-complacency of a 
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man clothed in an ecclesiastical garb, who believes bim- 
self a species of god, participating in the infallibility of 
his divine chureh, the result is the education of the 
coarsest, the most ignorant, and most ridiculous being in 
the world. I repeat it, can this boor in a cassock ameli- 
vrate the state of minds, even leaving out of the ques- 
tion his immorality, the natural result of his position, 
and speaking only of his ability ? 

It is easy to conceive how professors in seminaries fill 
the heads of their wortiny pupiis with the most exagger- 
ated opinion of Popery ; for ainong the clergy, more even 
than among common Roman Catholics, there are the 
knaves and the dupes. Those churls are the blind 
instruments of the bishop, who dves not blush after the 
above detailed instruction in the seminary, to use, in 
sending them into parishes, the very words of Christ to 
his apostles: “As my father hath sent me, so I send 
you.” 

Therefore, among such a clergy the spirit is always 
the same ; and if it does not display itself so fully now, 
it is owing to the want of occasion, not to any change in 
its system. Instead of laboring to remedy the state of 
their country, they think but of power, of influence, of 
riches, of the domination of their church, of the destruc- 
tion of heretics. The cruelty of the clergy, so infamous 
by their horrible persecutions of every religion different 
from their own, by the torrents of blood shed in its wars, 
has proved that its spirit is imperishable. Their predilec- 
tion for darkness is the same, because they have more 
than ever reasons for hating the light, like owls whose 
eyes are dazzled by the sun. By every means in their 
power they stop the diffusion of knowledge ; they perse- 
cute all schools that they du not themselves teach, calling 
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them inventions of the devil; they prevent boys from 
going to them, or parents from sending them under pain 
of excommunication here on earth and of damnation in 
the next world. They are the best support of tyranny, 
preaching obedience to despots, absolute submission to 
the authority of the Pope and the bishops ; smothering 
every spark of freedom in their confessional, and in their 
instructions. Debased themselves in their minds, in their 
hearts, in their whole conduct, they are ignorant of tne 
blessings of liberty ; and they propagate only despotism 
among men. Many hundreds of monasteries, convents, 
and cloisters are, as formerly, the abodes of idleness ard 
ignorance (not to say more), where the people are com- 
pelled to feed with their substance those beings devoted 
to laziness under the appearance of perfection, At the 
head of the Popish army are the Jesuits, the most cun- 
ning and daring body, the true personification of Popery, 
the true grenadiers of the Pope, twenty times banished 
by the wisdom of governments, and which always finds 
some way to creep in again; a body composed of 
knights errant, who wander from city to city, from 
village to village, to spread every where superstition and 
ignorance. 

As in former times, the clergy coin money from 
masses, indulgences, and relics. ‘These profitable inven- 
tions increase by new discoveries, by new accumulations, 
as the ball of snow increases in rolling. Less free than 
formerly, on account of the press and of diffused knowl- 
edge, the Roman Catholic clergy has added to its native 
corruption a dee per hypocrisy ;, ie celibacy, its education, 
its gloomy relations of the confessional, are an unceasing 
source of corruption and crime. 

In short, if it is easy to see the ill they produce, espec- 
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ially on the minds of children, of women, and of the 
ignorant, it is as difficult’ to discover the utility of this 
burden on the earth as to find the philosopher's stone, 

I have given a true picture of the Roman Catholic 
clergy in the nineteenth century. 

I avow it to my confusion, when T was shut within 
the walls of my seminary I had heard of Protestant 
ministers, as of ambitious heretics, as of corrupt men, 
because they were married. L thought them necessarily 
either ignorant or dishonest men, because they were 
Vrotestant. The young minister of the church of Eng- 
land, with whom T was acquainted, had already altered 
this opinion. But since [see the Protestant ministers in 


the United States, living among them, admiring their 


virtue and knowledge, LT remember blushing for my 


former error, Lremember at the same time my fellow 
priests, that Twas myself among them; [make a com- 
parison between the ignorance and corruption of the one, 
and the virtue and knowledge of the other. My last 
words, in concluding this work, is an ardent prayer 
to God, that he will send such ministers to Roman 
Catholics, instead of Roman Catholic priests. 

Let us hope, then, that God will prevail over all 
opposition ; and that at length the pure light of the 
Gospel will shine upon those countries of Kurope from 
which the unchristian system of the religion of Rome 
has banished it. And let Americans be ever watchful in 
guarding their liberties against the encroachments of 
Rome, remembering what the great Lafayette said, 
“ American liberty can be destroyed only by the Roman 


clergy.” 
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TO OUR READERS. 


Dear Frrenps: Will you not get us all the subscribers you can ? 


Tue Convertep CatHoric has a field peculiarly its own. It has 


passed its first year of publication, and we have heard and read 
much in its praise; but we have greater hopes of its future, and shall 
work hard to make it instructive and interesting 

We shall oppose the Roman Catholic Church as the great Apostacy 
foretold in 1 Tim. iv., 1-4; and ‘‘taking the shield of faith, and the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God,” shall fight for the deliverance of the people from the fatal 
power that Church exercises over them, following the counsel of the 
Apostle: ‘If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, 
thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ.’ 

Those who now stand between the people and the light of God— 
the Pope, Bishops, Priests and Editors of Roman papers—will not 
thank our friends for their efforts in our behalf, if we may judge by 
this paragraph in a Roman Catholic paper in Brooklyn: 

‘‘ Hatred of the Roman Catholic Church sometimes leads respect 
able Protestant ministers and their people to do that which is not at 
all creditable to them as advocates of good morals. An example of 
this is the willingness with which some of them support the deluded 
individuals who are the heads of the Reformed Catholic churches 
Did they pause to consider they would probably see that affiliation 
with these and sustaining their magazine can add nothing to the 
dignity of themselves or the denomination that they represent.” 

It is not hatred but love that Christian ministers preach and their 
people practice, and they extend the hand of kindness and fellow- 
ship to us because they are witnesses that we preach the Gospel of 
peace and love to our Roman Catholic brethren, and are successful 
in winning them over to Christ from the ‘* Man of Sin 

God has given us « special field to work in. Stand not idly by 
Christian friends, but ‘‘ come over and help us.” 

JAMES F. McNAMEE, 
Pastor Reformed Catholie Church 
18 Clermont Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y 
STEPHEN DEKINS 
Pastor Reformed Catholic Church 
umbia St., Newark, N. J 
JAMES A. O'CONNOR, 
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NOTICE. 


The enlargement of THe Converrep Catsoxic, which will take 
place with our next issue (November), beginning the Second Volume, 
means that it will not only be double the present size, but that it 
will contain THREE TIMES AS MUCH READING MATTER. And the annual 
subscription will be only $1.00, including postage. 

We would be glad if we could publish it in its enlarged form at 
fifty cents a year, but after one year’s hard work, and a circulation 
of 5,000 for the last eight months, we find it cannot be done. Since 
the announcement was made of the increase in size and price, we 
have received but one letter deprecating our course, and, God bless 
the kind friend! he accompanied his remonstrating letter with one 
dollar as a renewal of his subscription. Several hundred subscribers 
have already renewed their subscriptions, but we want all to do so 
as soon as possible. Dear friends, you know that every beginning 
is weak, and we need your prompt attention to this, to help us in 
beginning our Second Volume 

The best way to increase our circulation and extend the usefulness 
of Tar Convertep CatHotric is fo ur subscribers, when renewing 
their own subscriptions, to endeay.» to get a subscription from some 
friend, and forward it with their o\.n. We are sure very !ittle effort 
will be required to do this. Last january a Christian gentleman 
sent a subscription for the Roman Catholic priest in his town. That 
priest wrote to us in May: *‘ Your monthly magazine comes to me 
regularly from some mfknown frien I like your way of writing and 
preaching. My reason has been convinced that the religion I now 
preach is false. Pray for me and tell me what to do. Iam parish 
priest of the Roman Catholic Church here.” We shall hear more of 
this gentleman, as we are in corresnondence with him. Space dves 
not permit us to print testimony from many Roman Catholics of a 
similar nature. But another class of persons is benefited by this 
magazine—those Protestants who ave come under the influence of 
Rome. One writes: ‘‘I was a Protestant, but careless in attendance 
at church. I sometimes attended .ue Roman Catholic Chureh in our 
town, and became acquainted with the priest. He is a very nice 
man. He tried to make me believe that I ought to become a Roman 
Catholic, but fortunately a friend t.Jd me abodt your magazine. I 
subscribed for it, and with it and your ‘ Letters to‘Cardinal McCloskey ’ 
was able to meet all bis arguments. We are still good friends, and I 
have strong hopes that he will become a Reformed Catholic. I send 
you two dollars, subscriptions for 1\.is priest and myself.” 

Let all our subscribers do what they can in this direction, and 
leave the issue with AlmightyGod. We shall endeavor by His grace 
to do what we can (towards the enlightenment and conversion of the 
followers of Rome. Every subscriber becomes a co-worker with us 
in this special field of labor. 

Send subscriptions by Check, Posi Office Order or Postal Note to 

JAMES A. O'CONNOR, 
60 Brnte House, New Yorr. 








